
Dear Parents, 

 

Once again, thank you all for your continued hard work 
over the last 11 weeks.  It has been so nice to be in con-
tact with most of you at varying points throughout this 
time and I cannot begin to tell you how happy I have been 
to continue to receive your fantastic efforts. 

 

As we move towards a final half term with many changes 
to consider in our day-to-day lives, whether at home or at 
school, we turn our attention towards our Cultural Topic 
for 2020.  This year, we have chosen to focus on the fas-
cinating country of Australia.  

 

The following pack is designed to cover three weeks of 
learning and (if desired) can follow the timetable included 
overleaf. 

 

The tasks included have a cross curricular focus, under 
the “umbrella” of our Australia topic, and continue to be 
broken down into small, managable sessions. 

 

May I continue to emphasise at this point, that if you feel 
the need to contact me during this time, please do not 
hesitate to do so via phone or email. 

 

Take care, stay safe, and I will hopefully see you all soon! 

Mr. P. McLeod 



DAY SESSION 1 SESSION 2 SESSION 3 

MONDAY 1x Australia Topic Session 1-2 Maths Tasks 1x Australia Topic Session 

TUESDAY 1x SPaG Session 1-2 Maths Tasks 1x Australia Topic Session 

WEDNESDAY IDL Spelling or Revisit previ-

ous packs’ spelling ses-

sions. 

Mathletics/TT Rockstars PE with Joe Wickes/Cosmic 

Yoga/Other Physical Activi-

ty  

THURSDAY 1x SPaG Session 1-2 Maths Tasks Music (Play an instrument, 

dance, sing, or just listen) 

FRIDAY 1x Australia Topic Session 1-2 Maths Tasks Child initiated Art  

Suggested Timetable  

With regard to explicit spelling practice, you 
may wish to “swap out” one of the sessions 
above and revisit spelling lists/sessions from 
the previous packs. 

 

If you no longer have access to these spelling 
sessions, please do not hesitate to contact me 
and I can provide them for you. 



Australia Topic Task #1 

Session 1 

 
UNCOVERING AUSTRALIA 

For the first five sessions, you are going to combine Geogra-

phy  skills with your, reading, organisation and presentation 

skills.  The end product will be an “Introductory Presenta-

tion” on Australia, but we will consider more than just the 

research and facts in this project. USE POWERPOINT OR 

LARGE PIECES OF PAPER. 

Today, I need you to find out and make note of  a number of 

facts. You will need these tomorrow.  The things I would like 

you to do/research are listed below: 

 

1) Locate Australia on a world map.  Make note of its 

hemisphere, latitude, longitude and countries and 

oceans surrounding it. Is it an island or a landlocked 

country? 

2) Make comparisons of Australia’s size, population, ter-

rains, and climate to those of the UK’s. 

3) List each of the States of Australia, and the State Capi-

tal City of each. 



Australia Topic Task #1 

Session 2 

 
UNCOVERING AUSTRALIA 

You are presenting to a room of people who have never 

heard of Australia.  

Using the geographical information that you uncovered yes-

terday to write an introductory paragraph to your presenta-

tion. 

However, try not to just read out the facts from yesterday.  

You should consider: 

1) Welcoming your audience and introducing the subject 

of your presentation. 

2) The order in which you give your facts. 

3) Exciting and varying sentence starters that entice your 

audience. 

4) Use your knowledge of North, East, South and West to 

describe the locations of Australia, its states, cities and 

surrounding cities and oceans. 



Australia Topic Task #1 

Session 3 

 
UNCOVERING AUSTRALIA 

Having introduced Australia as a country yesterday, let’s go 

into more detail.  Using the presentation and research skills 

you have acquired, research five different famous Australian 

landmarks. You can choose these landmarks that you will 

use in your presentation.   

You will need to do each of the following for each land-

mark: 

1) Select an appropriate picture of the landmark 

2) Select five key facts for the landmark.  You will need to 

consider which facts are the most relevant and im-

portant to your audience. 

3) Consider again, the use of powerful language to make 

your facts and their presentation stimulating to your 

audience. 

4) Add these landmark slides to your presentation. 



Australia Topic Task #1 

Session 4 

 
UNCOVERING AUSTRALIA 

The final section of your presentation will cover the wildlife 

of Australia.  How you tackle this is completely up to you, 

but this section should contain the same volume of infor-

mation as your landmark section. 

 

Some things to start you might consider: 

 

1) Different animals that are native to Australia. 

2) What their habitats are like. 

3) What are their diets? 

4) What are the things that we might need to be wary of 

as humans? 



Australia Topic Task #1 

Session 5 

 
UNCOVERING AUSTRALIA 

Put your presentation together., but really take your time. A 

presentation is not  just about telling an audience all of the 

things you have found out. It should last about 10-15mins 

in total. 

You need to consider the layout of your slides.  Do you need 

to put every single word of your research on? Where have 

you placed the picture and at what size? What colour are 

your backgrounds? Is it appropriate to the subject matter? 

How long is your presentation? Is it short and snappy, or is 

it too long? Too short? 

 

Present your presentation to a willing audience, and contin-

ue to edit it until you are all happy with it. 



Australia Topic Task #2 

Session 1 

 CAPTAIN JAMES COOK 

 

Captain James Cook discovered Australia.  However, I need 

you to find out a little bit more about him.  In order to do 

this, I have set you the following questions.  Research them 

COMPLETELY INDEPENDENTLY and write your answers 

down in FULL SENTENCES. 

 

1) When and where was he born? 

2) What was his profession? 

3) In what year did he discover Australia? 

4) Name his ship and find out an additional fact about it. 

5) How long was his voyage to Australia and what did he 

name the place where he landed? 



Australia Topic Task #2 

Session 2 

 

CAPTAIN JAMES COOK 

           You are a member of Captain Cook’s crew, travelling 

to Australia.  You can choose at what point of the voyage you are  

writing at, but I would like you to write a diary entry for  ONE DAY on 

the voyage.  

 

Some things to consider: 

1) If you are able to write a diary, what type of role might you have 

on the ship? 

2) What is the weather and the sea like? 

3) What type of things do you eat? 

4) What do you do to pass the time? 

5) Do you like being on the ship? Why? Why not? 



Australia Topic Task #2 

Session 3 

 

CAPTAIN JAMES COOK 

 

Having considered life on board Captain Cook’s ship and the time in 

History that the voyage took place, design your own 18th century 

ship, fit to sail to Australia.  First, you will need to research what ships 

of the time looked like and what facilities they had on board.   

 

Having done this, you will need to produce a labelled design of your 

ship , featuring a “Top View” and a “Side View.” 

 

Each feature of you ship that you label, you must provide a short justi-

fication for its inclusion (You need to tell me what it is there for!) 



Australia Topic Task #2 

Session 4 

 

CAPTAIN JAMES COOK 

Now that you know where Captain Cook landed (New South Wales,) 

Do some research into what New South Wales looks like today and 

what it might have looked like when Captain Cook landed in 1770. 

 

Cast your minds back to the travel brochure we wrote for our Roman 

soldiers. We are going to spend these next two sessions designing a 

travel brochure for New South Wales.  YOUR TRAVEL BROCHURE CAN 

BE BASED ON NEW SOUTH WALES TODAY OR IN 1770.  Spend today 

considering two things: 

1) What NSW looks like and what there is to do there. 

2) What emotive language are you going to use to “sell” NSW to the 

reader. 



Australia Topic Task #2 

Session 5 

 

CAPTAIN JAMES COOK 

Today, you will produce your brochure.  It needs to include the follow-

ing: 

 

1) A title with a “catchy tag line” (eg: New South Wales: The State 

where dreams come true) 

2)  Three subheadings/sections  each giving information on a different 

thing about New South Wales. 

3) An image to support each section. This can either be printed or 

drawn and coloured yourself. 

4) Your brochure must be neatly set out and clearly organised. 



Australia Topic Task #3 

Session 1 

 

ABORIGINAL STORIES 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/audio-stories

-tiddalik-the-frog-part-one/zdrst39  

 

Listen to Part One of Tiddalik the Frog.  See if you can identify 

the 5 key features of our story from the story and write them 

down.  

 

Remember that your 5 key features of any story are: 

1) Plot 

2) Character 

3) Conflict 

4) Theme 

5) Setting 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/audio-stories-tiddalik-the-frog-part-one/zdrst39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/audio-stories-tiddalik-the-frog-part-one/zdrst39


Australia Topic Task #3 

Session 2 

ABORIGINAL STORIES 

Think about how Part One of the story ended. Imagine 

that you are one of the other animals, who is now very 

thirsty? How are you feeling? Pretty angry I imagine! 

 

Sometimes, anger comes out of us in the wrong way , 

but it is nevertheless an energy that we all have. We 

just need to find a healthy way to get rid of that ener-

gy. A strategy I have for this, it writing it down using  

really powerful adjectives and adverbs. 

 

Try writing  a letter to Tiddalik telling him how “utterly 

furious” you are with him. Be as angry as you like and 

make sure your choice of words indicate how strongly 

you feel about his behaviour.  



Australia Topic Task #3 

Session 3 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/audio-stories-tiddalik-the-frog/z44ypg8  

LISTEN TO PART TWO OF THE STORY 

 

We talked about how “anger” can be considered a 

negative emotion, but having listened to part two 

what have you learnt about positive emotions? How 

can happiness and laughter help you? 

Do you agree with the animals plan to make Tiddalik 

laugh?  Was it nice of Tiddalik to laugh at the snake? 

Do you think he leant his lesson? 

 

Answer these questions, giving justified reasons for 

each of your responses . 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/audio-stories-tiddalik-the-frog/z44ypg8


Australia Topic Task #3 

Session 4 

 

ABORIGINAL STORIES 

 

Aboriginal stories usually have a strong moral message/theme 

(Like “Don’t be greedy” in the Tiddalik story) and focus around 

animals from the Australian outback.  You are going to write 

your own Aboriginal Story and will have to consider which ani-

mal you would like the story to be about and what moral  mes-

sage/theme you would like your story to have. 

 

Today, you need to research animals that live in the Australian 

outback  so you can base your story on their behaviour. 

Then, you need to decide what lesson your animal is going to 

learn.  

Plot a rough outline for your story. You might want to use a sto-

ry mountain to help you. 



Australia Topic Task #3 

Session 5 

 

ABORIGINAL STORIES 

 

            Publish your Aboriginal story.  Things that you need to remem-

ber: 

1) Plot, character, conflict and theme are clear. 

2) Story has a beginning, a build up, a middle (conflict), resolution 

and end. 

3) Your story is clearly organised into paragraphs. 

4) Your story MUST contain some correctly punctuated speech. 

5) All punctuation, spelling and grammar are checked. 

6) It is written in your BEST handwriting. 



SPaG  

Session 1 



SPaG  

Session 2 



SPaG  

Session 3 



SPaG  

Session 4 



SPaG  

Session 5 



SPaG  

Session 6 


















































